(1872- 1957)

Prakasam's Is a name to coajore  with so far as the Andh-

ras are concerned and a household word in the land of the
Telugu speaking people that spells great sacrifice and unbounded
love for people. Fur about thirty five years he reigned supreme
in the politics of South India and in particular that of Andhra.

He was an Idol of the masses whe admired  him,  adored

almost deified him for his sense of selflessness and
sacrifice. Looking like a Roman. Senator he strode across the
political scene in his national dress, like a colossus. His Indomi-
table courage of conviction and concern for all became almost
proverbial He was neither communal nor chauvinistic and did
not surround himself with a group of admirers as some politi-
cians do, Even in his own day he was a peerless politician.

Prakasam was born in a middle class Niyogi Brahmin
family on-May 23rd 1872 at the village of Kaauparti, Ongole
taluk. His father, a karnam of the village, was rather well to

do la the beginning, as he had Inherited some landed property
of 40'acres which was spent on marriages of Ms two daughters;
but the rest of it somehow, was lost In course of time. He had
three daughters and two SODS and, as ill luck would have it, he
passed away in 1884 when Prakasaxa was a lad of hardly 12 years
old. Prakasam had two elder sisters who were already married;
still there was a brother of-eight years old, sister of four and
his youngest brother was a posthumous child. Needless to
mention that the whole responsibility of bringing up the famil}f
fell on his. poor and forlorn mother who. had no other alternative
but to run a          restaurant to eke out her axisieoce.